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SOUTHSIDE BEEKEEPERS MISSION STATEMENT
We work to ensure a thriving and sustainable 

beekeeping industry. To this end we advocate for 
beekeepers’ interests, support honey bee health, 

research, deliver practical training, education, 
mentoring and information 

The Sting
The ofcial newsletter of the Southside Beekeepers Club.

 

The Sting Issue No. 21 - July 2020 

NEXT CLUB MEETING
Club meetings are cancelled due to the Covid-19 

outbreak. 

ASN: A0047348Y

Club
beekeepers

Southside

Additional pens and caps can be purchased at 
$4.00 inc. GST for pens and $19.00 inc GST for 
caps

Mark Collier, Aspendale
M: 0407 553 022

Ted Cottle, Frankston South
M: 0428 429 547

Angelo Pannacci, Patterson Lakes
M: 0423 094 087

This issue of The Sting features great articles on:

• Box building by Ted Cottle, 

• A short and sharp plan from Steve Rose for cutting 
a NUC out of a 600 x 1200 x 12mm piece of ply,

• A brilliant article from Eric Murphy on building a top 
bar hive using a steel barrel and wood offcuts,

• Tips for getting your garden bee friendly for spring 
from Keith Edwards and 

• A delicious recipe for Roasted Vanilla & Honey 
Crème Brulee from Jen Puppa and chef Rob 
MacIntosh, owner Shanikas Restaurant, High Street 
Berwick 

Thank you team for these articles.

Also looking to members to send in some articles of 
interest 

Hopefully your have done a lot of your winter 
preparation and getting ready for a busy bee season

Regards 
Graeme Gill - President 

PRESIDENTS REPORT
Hello fellow bee enthusiasts,

Well another month is ying by or slipping away!

Unfortunately we are not looking any closer to getting 
together in person at a club meeting, however, it has 
been greatly appreciated to have received your 
emails, texts and phone calls .

As we are being told “we are all in this together” so 
we as a club are doing our best to support you our 
members. Club caps and stylus pens have been 
produced and they look fantastic. The covid-19 
situation has made distribution problematic. 
Unfortunately, cost and time means we cannot post 
these to members. 

Members are entitled to one pen and one cap each 
and can pick them up from Mark Collier, Ted Cottle or 
Angelo Pannacci when club meetings re-commence 
or directly from Mark, Ted or Angelo (see below for 
locations). Please call on the following numbers to 
arrange a time to pickup your club memorabilia and 
also specify which colour you prefer.

Graeme and partner Sandy modelling the new caps

and a pen
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COMMITTEE MEETINGS
Our committee meetings are on the second 

Wednesday of each month however with the 

Covid-19 issue, they are conducted via Microsoft 

Teams. Members are always welcome but please 

call Ted Cottle on for Microsoft 0428 429 547 

Teams set up details.

EXTRACTOR HIRE
Extractors are now available at 4 locations.

Dion Riches at Safety Beach 0417 292 269

Ted Cottle at Frankston South 0428 429 547

Steven Rose at Brighton 0416 120 170

Angelo Pannacci at Patterson Lakes

0423 094 087

Hire is now $70.00 for 2 days. This includes a 

$50.00 deposit, refundable upon the return of the 

extractor in a clean condition.
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This Month’s JOKE.
Q: What do you call a bee born in May?

A: A maybe!
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Box Building - By Ted Cottle

Common Langstroth box types available to 
beekeepers are nger joint, dove tail and 
rebated jointed boxes.  

The history of different box types and why they 
are used is open to debate and often comes 
down to personal preference or looks. One 
theory is that originally Beekeepers used 
rebated joint boxes that were nailed and glued. 
The problem was that glues weren’t that great 
for the rst half of the last century, they were 
generally made from naturally occurring 
substances, animal by-products, rubber etc. 
These glues were perhaps found to be not that 
reliable on outdoor applications and 
beekeepers started to use ‘nger jointed’ 
boxes as the nger joint naturally holds the 
load in ‘shear’ and doesn’t really require any 
glue to hold together and exhibit a high level of 
strength.

This however is perhaps defunct thinking, as 
the advent of cross-linked synthetic glues over 
the past 60-70 years have made them 
impervious to the weather and incredibly 
strong, so there are no problems with glues on 
rebated boxes or nger joints these days. 
Some even prefer rebates now (particularly 
commercial beekeepers) as you have less 
joined surface exposed to the weather than 
you do with nger joints.

The rst task in building boxes is to lay out all 
the box components and check that the boxes 
are all the same height - if the pieces aren’t the 
same height then you will have gaps at the top 
and bottom of the boxes. If necessary, you 
may have to plane/cut a few millimetres off one 
or more of the pieces to get them measuring 
the same. Don’t be too concerned with 1-2 
mm as the bees will ll this gap with propolis & 
seal them up.   

Box Components Dove Tail Box

Box Components Rebate
Continued on page 4
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Continued on page 6

Finger or Dove Tail Joint boxes

Once you are happy with the height then you 

can place the boxes into position for gluing, 

make sure that frame rebates and handles are 

in the right position, some nger joints and 

dove tails will only go together one way, its’ 

critical you get the orientation right with 

rebated boxes.

Make sure you 

use an exterior 

rated wood glue 

to glue the boxes 

together I use an 

exterior PVA glue 

doesn’t matter 

what brand, all 

exterior (cross 

linked) PVA glues 

have similar 

strength and can 

be cleaned up 

with a wet paper 

towel.

Box Building - continued

Stacked box components making sure heights are

equal.

Placing the Glued Pieces Together.

Once you have some glue on the joints then 

you can position them together, a table with a 

at surface is helpful, if they are a tight t then 

you may need to use a hammer and another 

block of wood to get the joints together. 

Repeat this step for the other joints.

Using a Block of Wood To Protect Box While Closing

Joint

Next step is to secure the box with nails or 

screws, we have seen some beekeepers put 

screws on every nger joint using around 30 

plus screws, this is totally Not Needed, 3 -4 

screws or nails per joint is more than enough.

Prior to nailing or screwing, use a square to 

make sure the box is square - you can also 

use a measuring tape and measure diagonally 

across the box corner to corner, make sure the 

measurements are the same or within a 

millimetre or two. Adjust the box while the glue 

is still wet until you get it square.

Checking Box for Square

When screwing or nailing you will need to use 

a drill to make some pilot holes, make sure you 

use a drill that’s smaller than the screw or nail. 

If using screws I use galvanised, zinc plated or 

plastic coated screws as they are corrosion 

resistant they need to be 50mm long. If using 

nails then use 2.8mm x 50mm galvanized 

nails.

Pilot Hole for Nail / Screw

If using screws then its good practise to 

counter sink them with a counter sinking bore 

or a larger drill, if you don’t do this then then as 

the timber expands and contracts with the 

Counter Sunk Screw Hole

Counter Sunk Screw Hole

It’s also good practice to use a nail punch to 

push the nail heads 1-2 mm below the face of 

the timber, these nail holes and screw holes 

can be lled with putty to prevent any water 

ingress. You should also check the rest of the 

box for any gaps in the joints as often due to 

differences in manufacturing batches or 

machines there can be gaps - ll these with 

putty as well.

seasons and exposed screws just become a 

point that water can penetrate the box and rot 

the timber.  
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Spring Garden Preparation for your Bees - By Keith EdwardsBox Building - continued

Box Joint Gap to Be Filled With Putty

Rebate Boxes

For rebate boxes the same procedure should 

be followed IE: make sure the pieces are the 

same height, use the same glue, its more 

critical to be working on a at surface when 

assembling rebate boxes.

Glue Applied to Rebate

Place the glue on the rebates and roughly put 

the box together making sure the handles and 

frame rebate are in the correct position. Once 

the box is together then you can use a cheap 

tie down strap  (less than $10 for pack of two 

from hardware) to strap the box together. Once 

together you can use a hammer or rubber 

mallet to make any adjustments to make sure 

all the edges line up properly and check the 

box with a square or measuring tape to make 

sure its square. Once the box is square you 

can continue to nail or screw the box together.

Box Strapped Ready For Nails / Screws

Now that your boxes are completed, all that’s 

needed is to paint them - use a water based 

exterior paint, at least 3-4 coats make sure you 

push paint into any remaining gaps or cracks. 

It’s also good practise to let the box ‘season’ 

for a few days or weeks if you can before 

putting bees in the box so as to let any 

volatile’s from the glue or paint to dissipate. 

Good luck and feel free to contact any of the 

committee members for any other information.

Completed Box Nailed Up

We have had a wonderfully wet Autumn and 

Winter, providing a bumper start in the garden 

for the coming Spring. 

I have checked the soil for depth of wetness 

and we have good moisture levels down to the 

natural drainage layer, ensuring any planting 

we might do will have great plant 

establishment as we move into the growth 

period with the warmer weather.

So, if you are looking to plant more natives, 

exotics, perennials or annual plants, or even 

give your existing plantings a ‘kick along’, now 

is a great time to prepare your soils for this 

upcoming productive period.

This is the time you should be looking at 

mulching your plants, keeping the available 

moisture down in the soil, whether they are in a 

garden bed or in a lawn situation. There are 

lots of different types of mulches, but not all of 

them will do the best job for the soil or the 

plant. Organic mulches rob Nitrogen from the 

soil that should be there for the plants, so I 

always apply Nitrogen before putting down the 

mulch, either by using Blood & Bone, or a 

pelletized chook manure like ‘Rooster Booster’. 

(If you have native plants, then only use Blood 

& Bone, as the majority of natives suffer from 

Phosphorous toxicity, an element high in chook 

manure). A couple of handfuls per square 

metre will generally do the trick. 

This a great time to be planting new trees and 

shrubs, so prepare the soil rst by mixing 

organic composts into the soil prole, to give 

plants a great start. Just about anything 

organic is great for soils and for plants, 

mushroom compost, stable manure, horse 

manure or, better still, homemade compost. All 

soils benet from the addition of organic 

matter, sands, loams and clays.  The more 

organic matter, the better the soil for the plants. 

If you have any soil issues, I would be happy to 

help you with ways to get the best from your 

soil.

Now is a great time to be planting annual 

owering plants, for yourself and your bees,  

like poppies, Queen Anne Lace, Love in a Mist, 

Cosmos, Cornowers, Calendula, Hollyhocks, 

Canterbury Bells, Sweet Peas and Native 

Everlastings. All can be sown direct now into 

moist soils by seed. The only thing you will 

need to ensure, is that they are kept moist 

during germination, a problem I don’t see this 

season. 

Also it’s a great time to be planting more 

Perennials. I have changed my small front yard 

over Winter with a totally new theme and 

layout, moving, replacing, dividing and adding 

at least another 100 or so perennials and , for 

the rst time, growing annuals from seed, both 

exotic and native species to ll the various 

pockets that I can cram more into.

Now, having done this, its still time to do a little 

bit more by way of feeding your beds, and at 

the end of Winter I will add a balanced organic 

fertiliser, such as Neutrog’s ‘Gyganic’, or 

‘Sudden Impact for Roses’, with a follow up in 

late Spring, at a handful per square metre.

A little effort now will give you, your plants and 

your bees a wonderful, long and productive 

owering season.

Love-in-a-mist - Nigella damascena. Photo Wikipedia
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My Barrel hive - by Eric Murphy

After attending the Club BBQ back before 
Covert-19, and listening to the benets of the 
top bar hive from James Warner, I decided that 
it was something I would be interested 
exploring further.

I called Steve Rose the club’s Kenyan Top bar 
expert. Steve built the club’s Kenyan Top Bar 
Hive (TBH) situated in the apiary and has given 
talks to the club about building and managing 
TBH. 

After a 40 minute chat. I was convinced I 
wanted to give it a go. I started looking at how 
to go about it, and was cleaning up the shed, 
when i saw an old Castrol 44 gallon drum and 
thought “Why not” I googled a barrel hive to 
nd out many people have done this before.

So with a barrel, some off cuts of timber and a 
keen willingness to learn, I set about 
constructing my newest Hive. I got the grinder 
out and cut the barrel down the middle, which 
turned out to be quite simple. I then built a 
frame around the top and added four legs, 
Easy enough, then I added a support around 

the middle of the legs for stability. I turned the 
front support outwards to create a landing 
board for the bees to come home.

Looking good now. I then visited a new home 
being built after Steve said "recycled timber 
cost nothing”. You wouldn’t believe it, they had 
plenty of off-cuts to make my TBH. I got the 
table saw out and ripped a piece off each side 
and ripped a central groove. The pieces from 
each side were then inserted into the ripped 
groove, these became the starter bar for the 
bees to build comb from. I then put them into 
the top of the barrel hive……Bugger! they t 
so close together, I couldn’t get the hive tool 
between them. In order to remove them easily, 
I ripped an 8mm deep slit on each side of the 
bar so the hive tool can be used to seperate 
these while they are in the barrel.

Success! it worked a treat, so with the barrel 
completed I needed to work out how, when i 
get a swarm to attach the comb into the barrel 
hive. I made a temporary frame semi-circular 
frame that is removable once the honeycomb 
is attached to the top and the hive is healthy. 
Phew! that could have been costly.

I then needed a top to keep the hive dry and 
wanted more than just a at roof as I intend to 
have this in the front yard and show all the 
passers the simplicity and benets of my hive. I 
decided to create a pitched roof and my father-
in-law had a couple of old Cedar weather 
boards that he gave to me on the promise of 
my rst Honey comb from the hive. Perfect! it 
looked really nice.

Next was working out a way of removing the lid 
in order to inspect the bees and hive. Two 
hinges and a piece of chain did the trick and I 
have the roof attached, with chain stopping it 
ipping over too far.

All in all I was quite pleased with the outcome 
and with a solid two days of work, it was a 
project that I could say anyone could do with a 
little guidance. Covert-19 is the perfect time to 
start a project and winter is the best time to get 
set up for a wonderful spring and a new home 
for a happy swam of Bees.

Above and right: Semi-circular frame

used to hold comb until the bees

attach it to the top bar

Please note, thoroughly wash the barrel with degreaser and then 4-5 washes 
with warm soapy water before assembly
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nd out many people have done this before.

So with a barrel, some off cuts of timber and a 
keen willingness to learn, I set about 
constructing my newest Hive. I got the grinder 
out and cut the barrel down the middle, which 
turned out to be quite simple. I then built a 
frame around the top and added four legs, 
Easy enough, then I added a support around 

the middle of the legs for stability. I turned the 
front support outwards to create a landing 
board for the bees to come home.

Looking good now. I then visited a new home 
being built after Steve said "recycled timber 
cost nothing”. You wouldn’t believe it, they had 
plenty of off-cuts to make my TBH. I got the 
table saw out and ripped a piece off each side 
and ripped a central groove. The pieces from 
each side were then inserted into the ripped 
groove, these became the starter bar for the 
bees to build comb from. I then put them into 
the top of the barrel hive……Bugger! they t 
so close together, I couldn’t get the hive tool 
between them. In order to remove them easily, 
I ripped an 8mm deep slit on each side of the 
bar so the hive tool can be used to seperate 
these while they are in the barrel.

Success! it worked a treat, so with the barrel 
completed I needed to work out how, when i 
get a swarm to attach the comb into the barrel 
hive. I made a temporary frame semi-circular 
frame that is removable once the honeycomb 
is attached to the top and the hive is healthy. 
Phew! that could have been costly.

I then needed a top to keep the hive dry and 
wanted more than just a at roof as I intend to 
have this in the front yard and show all the 
passers the simplicity and benets of my hive. I 
decided to create a pitched roof and my father-
in-law had a couple of old Cedar weather 
boards that he gave to me on the promise of 
my rst Honey comb from the hive. Perfect! it 
looked really nice.

Next was working out a way of removing the lid 
in order to inspect the bees and hive. Two 
hinges and a piece of chain did the trick and I 
have the roof attached, with chain stopping it 
ipping over too far.

All in all I was quite pleased with the outcome 
and with a solid two days of work, it was a 
project that I could say anyone could do with a 
little guidance. Covert-19 is the perfect time to 
start a project and winter is the best time to get 
set up for a wonderful spring and a new home 
for a happy swam of Bees.

Above and right: Semi-circular frame

used to hold comb until the bees

attach it to the top bar

Please note, thoroughly wash the barrel with degreaser and then 4-5 washes 
with warm soapy water before assembly
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Method
Heat oven 180 degrees. Split vanilla pod, 

scrape seeds & roast pod for approx. 15 mins 

til brittle.

Pour honey into saucepan, gently heat til 

caramelizing, pour in cream & vanilla seeds, 

return to boil & dissolve honey, remove & rest 

for 20 mins. Crush the roasted pods til ne & 

stir in to milk mix.

Return to stove and re boil. Whisk thoroughly 

and add to egg. Return to pan and reduce heat 

and stir til becomes custard. Sieve custard into 

blender, blend 30 seconds, put into ramekin, 

set overnight. 

Cover with brown sugar, caramelise sugar with 

gas torch just before serving.

Jenbees Recipe corner

Club member Jennifer Puppa (Jenbees) runs a 

commercial kitchen and rents the facility to 

chefs. 

A big thank you to you Jennifer and your Chefs

The Editor

This months recipe has been provided by  

executive chef Rob MacIntosh - Owner 

Shanikas Restaurant, High Street, Berwick 

Roasted Vanilla & Honey 

Crème Brulee

Ingredients
1 Vanilla pod

100gm Honey

125ml double cream

1 egg beaten

2 tblspn brown sugar

You may remember Nikol Kowalik from Poland, 
who on the 23rd of October 2019 gave a talk to 
the club on her experiences in Poland and 
helping Ben out while she was in Australia and 
he was away in Canada at Apimondia. Nikol 
has sent this from Iceland.

It happened, today I picked up my rst family in 
Iceland.
I am very happy to learn and learn about 
beekeeping. Until now I had no idea how bees 
were transported from other countries. Until 
now.
Next goal:
Apimondia in Russia in 2021

Greetings from Iceland - By Nikol Kowalik

Biosecurity Manual for Beekeepers now available

beekeepersRegistered Association: 148694062 Club

beekeepersbeekeepers
Southside

Dr Jenny Shanks from Plant Health Australia has given the club 
permission to print copies of the  Biosecurity Manual for 
Beekeepers v1.1 (©Plant Health Australia 2016) for members. 
Jenny kindly informed us that there are no royalty payments 
required.

Copies of this 64 page full colour publication can be ordered 
through the club and will cost members $15.00 or a free pdf copy 
can be downloaded from the club’s website.

Order or purchase copies at monthly meetings.

As you may be aware the honey bee industry, represented by the 
Australian Honey Bee Industry Council, (AHBIC), in consultation 
with all beekeepers and governments, has worked to develop the 
Australian Honey Bee Industry Biosecurity Code of Practice 
(Code). In July 2016, AHBIC endorsed the Code and its gradual 
adoption across Australia.

The Code provides a clear framework for all beekeepers to 
engage in best-practice biosecurity. Its purpose is to help 
improve the management of established pests and diseases, 
as well as increase preparedness and surveillance for exotic 
pests and diseases that threaten our honey bee industry, such 
as the Varroa mite.

A copy of the Code can be downloaded from http://honeybee.org.au/programs/code-of-practice-and-
national-bee-biosecurity-program/

The new Livestock Disease Control Regulations 2017 incorporating the Code came into effect on 12 June 2019. The 
new regulations cover activities that all beekeepers should already be undertaking to minimise the impact 
of pests and diseases on their own hives and those of their fellow beekeepers.

Some new regulations apply to all beekeepers ; others apply only to beekeepers with 50 or more hives.

There are consequences for failing to comply with all apiary legislation in Victoria which may include being issued with 
an infringement notice or court action for more serious or repeat offences. It is your responsibility to familiarise yourself 
with the requirements that relate to you or seek assistance if you are not sure.

A copy of the Regulations can be downloaded from the Victorian Legislation and Parliamentary Documents website 
http://www.legislation.vic.gov.au/. At the site, click on Victorian Law Today to search for the Regulations.

Biosecurity Signs

V I S I TORS
PLEASE RESPECT

THIS APIARY BELONGS TO:

CALL IN THE EVENT OF AN EMERGENCY
DO NOT ENTER THIS APIARY WITHOUT PRIOR APPROVAL

EXOTIC PLANT PEST HOTLINE

1800 084 881

HONEY BEE BIOSECURITY

BEEKEEPER CONTACT

A4 Biosecurity signs can be purchased from 
the club for $10.00 each. Contact Mark Collier 
on 0407 553 022, email 
mark@southsidebeekeepers.com.au or see 
Mark at the next monthly meeting
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Our Club Sponsors
We would like to give a great thank you to our wonderful sponsors:

Frankston City CouncilBunnings MONTEREY
SECONDARY COLLEGE

Trade only cash and carry plant

market direct to retail nurseries

and landscape industry

Scotsburn Nurseries supplies 
Melbourne and Victoria's best 

independent retail nurseries. We are 
proud of our long-standing reputation 

as a producer of quality owers, 
vegetables and herbs.

Tel. 03 9798 7066
Fax 03 9798 3121

Email scotsburn@scotsburn.biz

K E I T H E D W A R D S
l a n d s c a p e c o n s u l t a n t

M 0408 355 307
E keithmaxed@outlook.com

Kathy Li
CPA Registered Tax Agent

Mobile: 0430 560 779
10 Maroo Street,
Hughsdale Victoria 3166
E: kathy@protaxaccountingservices.com

Pro-tax Accounting Services

newartworx
D E S I G N  P R I N T W E B

in fo@newartworx.com.au
9790 0455

www.redrooster.com.au

BENDIGO BRANCH V.A.A. INC. – 41ST ANNUAL 

BEEKEEPING FIELD DAY 2020

CANCELLATION OF 11TH  OCTOBER 2020 

HARCOURT FIELD DAY  -  RE COVID-19

The Bendigo Branch V.A.A. Inc.’s President and 

executive committee has decided, in the interest of 

public health, after careful consideration of the collated 

opinions (gained via a survey of its members) and 

together with thorough consideration of the health 

advice, guidelines and pandemic restrictions regarding 

COVID-19, to cancel this year’s 2020 annual beekeeping 

eld day which is usually held at Harcourt.

As you are aware this is a rapidly changing situation.  

Bendigo Branch’s main priority is to ensure the health 

and safety of all beekeepers, traders, general public, 

volunteers, members and participants involved.  This 

decision has not been made lightly. We apologise for 

any inconvenience caused to all who were looking 

forward to this event. 

We would like to assure everyone that subject to new or 

continuing COVID-19 restrictions we will be working 

towards conducting our annual beekeeping eld day 

again on the second Sunday of October in 2021. 

In the meantime, Bendigo Branch is exploring the 

possibilities of keeping its members connected by 

holding Q&A educational sessions and/or business 

meetings etc., replacing face to face meetings, by using 

the on-line resource of ZOOM. 

The Committee thanks everyone for their understanding 

and patience as we negotiate our way through this 

difcult period. We trust that you will be able to continue 

supporting the beekeeping community by attending our 

next beekeeping eld day and perhaps, in the 

meantime, linking with us via Facebook and ZOOM.  

We look forward to the future.

Kind Regards,

Carol Maunder (Secretary)

On behalf of Bendigo Branch V.A.A. Inc.


