
PRESIDENTS REPORT

Hello fellow bee club members

Hope you are all keeping well and are all 

prepared for our wonderful spring and the start 

of our bee season.

I have had some great help from Eric Murphy 

and some new members preparing their hives 

and already removing bees from some cut 

outs. I have one small swarm from one of my 

own hives at Scotsburn nursery, one of our 

great club sponsors. The Keysborough site is 

also one of our quarantine locations for 

housing new swarms and cutouts.
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SOUTHSIDE BEEKEEPERS MISSION STATEMENT
We work to ensure a thriving and sustainable 

beekeeping industry. To this end we advocate for 
beekeepers’ interests, support honey bee health, 

research, deliver practical training, education, 
mentoring and information 
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NEXT CLUB MEETING
Club meetings are cancelled due to the Covid-19 

outbreak. 

ASN: A0047348Y
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Enter Southside

Beekeepers club’s

e-rafe for a chance to

WIN $300.00, $200.00 a or 

$100.00

gift voucher

from Bec’s Bees 
Southside Beekeepers Club have decided to 

reward the clubs members for their patience 

during the covid-19 lockdown with the chance 

to WIN big prizes by entering the club’s E-

rafe.

To enter, current nancial club members can 

email their name, address and contact number 

to the Vice President Mark Collier at 

mark@southsidebeekeepers.com.au

Winners will be drawn from a barrel by club 

President and resident barrel boy Graeme Gill 

on Saturday October the 3rd 2020.

Winners will be notied by phone and Bec 

McBride from Bec’s Bees will email a digital 

voucher. Winners will be responsible for 

payment of all post/courier fees. We have helped some new members, one at 

Langwarrin, involved removing three possum 

boxes of bees and rehousing the colonies into 

some supers, making 3 strong colonies.
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COMMITTEE MEETINGS
Our committee meetings are on the second 

Wednesday of each month however with the 

Covid-19 issue, they are conducted via Microsoft 

Teams. Members are always welcome but please 

call Ted Cottle on for Microsoft 0428 429 547 

Teams set up details.

EXTRACTOR HIRE
Extractors are now available at 4 locations.

Dion Riches at Safety Beach 0417 292 269

Ted Cottle at Frankston South 0428 429 547

Steven Rose at Brighton 0416 120 170

Angelo Pannacci at Patterson Lakes

0423 094 087

Hire is now $70.00 for 2 days. This includes a 

$50.00 deposit, refundable upon the return of the 

extractor in a clean condition.
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Ofce Bearers

 President Graeme Gill
 Graeme@southsidebeekeepers.com.au
 M: 0418 560 742

 Vice President Mark Collier
 mark@southsidebeekeepers.com.au
 M: 0407 553 022 

 Secretary Ted Cottle
 ted@southsidebeekeepers.com.au
 M: 0428 429 547

 Treasurer  Angelo Pannacci
 angelo@southsidebeekeepers.com.au
 M: 0423 094 087

Committee Members

 James Warner  M: 0434 274 586
 james@southsidebeekeepers.com.au

 Steven Rose  M: 0416 120 170 
 steve@southsidebeekeepers.com.au

 Elliott Yeomans
 elliott@southsidebeekeepers.com.au

 Sally Cooper  M: 0419 362 545
 bixdale@bigpond.com

Southside Beekeepers Meetings
We meet via scheduled on-line meeting noted 
later in the newsletter.

Contact Info
M: 0413 104 191

Postal Address 
PO Box 3008 Frankston East VIC 3199

Post box emptied monthly

The Sting
Editor Mark Collier
mark@southsidebeekeepers.com.au

Copy for The Sting must be received by the 15th 
of each month.

https://www.facebook.com/southsidebeekeepersclub/

Web: www.southsidebeekeepers.com.au

Another member had found some bees in a pit 

down at Flinders which we successfully cut out 

and placed into a bee box for them.

I also removed another cut out from a ceiling 

and wall in Frankston and another hive of bees 

under a shed oor in Frankston. The son works 

at the Melbourne Zoo and was happy to be 

given some honey for his monkey customers.

I have also been checking my own hives this 

week and have been surprised how much 

honey is there already.

PRESIDENTS REPORT - continued

I would like to thank Kathy from Protax another 

club sponsor and the club accountant for the work 

she is doing preparing the end of nancial year 

report for the A G M, this will help with 

applications for grants with Councils that oversee 

municipalities where members live. State and 

Federal grants will also be targeted as well as 

approaching all major banks and large 

commercial entities in our region for sponsorship.

While I’m giving out thanks, a big thanks to the 

committee who are continually working to make 

your club even better.

Some things they are doing are:

• Handing out caps and pens for members 

where possible

• Updating the web site and our email client to 

mailchimp. This will make it much easier to 

contact members, manage the email list and 

also give the committee feedback on who is 

receiving emails

continued on page 4
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The club recently purchased 20, 8 frame wax 

dipped hives, and the requisite number of 

frames (260), Hive doctor bottom boards with oil 

trays, lids, wires, eyelets etc from Alan Redpath 

owner of Redpaths Beekeeping Supplies, who 

was kind enough to offer the club a generous 

discount. The wax dipped hives are top of the 

line and should last at least 20 years.

The club would like to thank our good sponsors 

Bunnings Warehouse for providing materials to 

build bee hives

Club Secretary Ted Cottle also purchased 

enough ply to make 20, 5 frame NUC boxes and 

has been quietly going nuts constructing the 

Nuc’s and assembling the frames.

The club is now pleased to be able to offer members who want swarms the extra options of 

purchasing a complete 8 frame wax dipped Langstroth hive or a 5 frame Nuc. This compliments 

the existing swarm collection where members supply their own box. 

Swarms are collected by members and then housed in either a members provided box, a club 

provided box or 5 frame nuc.

Costs are as follows:

Club member provide box, frames, lid and bottom board = $200.00 inc. gst

Club provided, wax dipped 8 frame Langstroth box, with 8 frames, lid & hive doctor base = 

$300.00 inc. gst

Club provided, painted 5 frame Nuc = $225.00 inc. gst

Swarms will be collected by a club member, 

housed in a hive or Nuc and then managed for 

a number of months until the colony is strong 

and healthy, where on it is then handed over to 

the member.

Call or email Graeme to order.

Graeme@southsidebeekeepers.com.au

M: 0418 560 742

Club Colony List - Hives and Nucs for sale

• Updating the membership lists

• Preparing for an online meeting this month 

23/9/2020

• Preparing for online training courses

• Building boxes and frames for the swarming 

season to offer additional choices to 

members

We will be holding an online AGM this year in 

November and will be looking at nominations 

and volunteers for committee membership, so 

please step up,

The more you put in the more you get back

Remember to enter our e-rafe buy sending an 

email to Mark Collier. The rafe will be drawn 

on the 3rd of October to get your entries in 

NOW.

Online meeting this month 23/9/2020

And online training course to start soon

This month you should be;

• Regularly check your hives every 10 to 14 

days is good practice

• Make sure your hive boxes all have your 

department of agriculture registration no on 

them

• That you have a bio security sign on display. 

These can be purchased from the club , see 

Mark Collier

PRESIDENTS REPORT - continued

September Meeting will be Online

Club IT guru’s Ted Cottle and Steve Rose are 

setting up our rst online meeting to be held on 

the 23rd of September, 7:30 using Microsoft 

Teams.

Teams will work on Windows, iOS and android 

devices and can be used free. See this link for 

details: https://www.microsoft.com/en-

au/microsoft-365/microsoft-teams/free

You can either download the app or view in a 

browser

Members will be sent an email with a link to 

join early next week. You can also use the 

following QR code to see the calendar and 

join.

Microsoft Outlook
Web Access:

iCalendar
attachments:

https://www.microsoft.com/en-au/microsoft-365/microsoft-teams/free
https://www.microsoft.com/en-au/microsoft-365/microsoft-teams/free
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Using a jig to assemble timber hive frames. by Elliott Yeomans

Hive frames are available these days in different materials and formats, we are dealing here with 

the assembly of traditional, wooden Langstroth style frames in Full Depth, WSP, Ideal or Half Box 

depths.

Frames come in 4 pieces: a top bar, a bottom bar and 2 end bars. The top bar has a groove along 

the bottom face, the bottom bar may have a similar groove along its top face and the end bars 

each have 4 holes in which to thread foundation support wires.

Comb guides are glued into the groove in the top bar if you will be using natural foundation (built 

by the bees), or brass eyelets are inserted into the end bars (to provide wire foundation support 

when that is used). The eyelets can be inserted before or after the frames are assembled but must 

face to the outside of the frame so that the wire will not cut into the wood.

Frames may be assembled one by one or, in multiples, with the use of a jig comprising of inner 

and outer supporting boxes

To assemble frames you will need your timber components (top, bottom and end bars), wood 

working glue, a brush or stick to distribute glue, athead nails 20mm.to 30mm. long (sometimes 

supplied in a kit), a small hammer (a brad gun  may be used), a solid work surface and a frame 

assembly jig if to be used. 

Begin by checking that the timber components t together properly. Place the end bars into the jig 

(they are more stable if you start with the wider, top end downward) making sure that the eyelets 

are facing outwards if they have already been inserted. Apply glue to contact areas, push the 

bottom bars into place and nail them. 

The jig can now be turned upside down, the outer section lifted off, and the inner removed 

sideways from the frames. Some prefer to nail horizontally through the top of the end bar into the 

top bar, this will have to be done on individual frames one at a time if desired.

Turn the whole assembly over and repeat the process with the top bars. 

continued on page 8
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The comb guides can now be glued and 

tapped into place in the top bar groove if the 

bees are to build their own comb or the frames 

can be wired and have foundation tted to 

them.

Cutting list to make a 10 or 8 frame jig:

Inner box:

Ends: 2 of 340mm (10f) or 270mm (8f) x 

184mm x 19mm

Sides: 2 of 380mm x 184mm x 19mm

Using a jig to assemble timber hive frames. continued

Outer box:

Ends: 2 of 400mm (10f) or 330mm (8f) x 

184mm x 19mm

Sides: 2 of 455mm x 184mm x 19mm

There are many videos available when you 

search that demonstrate how to make and to 

use various jig designs, some commercial and 

complex, others quite simple.

The mixture will rm quite a bit keep stirring 
until the vanilla and baking soda are 
completely dissolved.

Pour mixture on a large at surface, until its 
cool enough to touch and break apart.

I suggest using baking paper, and about 2 
baking tins.

Club member Jennifer Puppa (Jenbees) runs a 
commercial kitchen and rents the facility to 
chefs. 

A big thank you to you Jennifer and your Chefs
The Editor

This months recipe has been provided by Kelly 
Marshall

Honeycomb

Prep time   10 mins
Cook time  5 mins 

Ingredients
1TBS baking soda (sifted)
1 1/4 cups of white sugar
1/2 cup of honey
Pinch of sea salt
1tsp pure vanilla extract 

Method
In a large pot pour honey, sugar and salt

Heat the mixture until it reaches 295 degrees 
about 3 mins, stir with a silicon spatula to 
ensure even caramelization, it will turn a dark 
amber color.

Turn off the heat and immediately add the 
mixture of vanilla and baking soda.

Jenbees Recipe corner

Gardening and Mental Health benefits. by Keith Edwards

I remember back in 2008, we were involved 

with the ABC Gardening Show, on tour of 

eastern seaboard cities. This was the farewell 

tour for Australia’s most loved gardener, Peter 

Cundall. 

I was lucky enough to meet Peter, and I asked 

him where his love of gardening came from. 

He told me he was born in Manchester and 

came from the poorest of poor families, but 

had a wonderful childhood, always playing in 

the dirt, and in particular the vegetable patch. 

During the second World war,  he joined the 

Army, and it was after the war that he left 

England for Australia,  to join the Australian 

army, to ght in Korea. It was during this period 

that he saw some horric things, and was very 

much disturbed by these sights. After this war, 

he returned to Australia to set up a new life. He 

recalls during a depressed episode, going into 

a Botanic Garden, sitting under a tree, then 

lying on the ground and looking through the 

trees to the sky above, and having a feeling of 

complete relief. He doesn’t recall how long he 

lay there, but remembers when he sat up, 

seeing others doing the same, obviously 

enjoying the calming effect of the connection 

between the earth and nature. 

Peter went on to building up a landscaping 

and gardening business in Tasmania, and 

doing a radio program from 1960 until 2010.

I have always enjoyed my time working in 

gardens, whether on large landscape jobs or 

on my own garden. This year in particular, as 

we all know, has and still is a most difcult 

time, as they keep reminding us, of a ‘once in 

a hundred years event’. 
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Being in lockdown has forced me and allowed 

me,  to spend  more time in the garden. We 

purchased on-line a superb little 1.8 x 1.8 

metre hothouse made in, of all places, Israel.  

Superbly designed and a pleasure to 

construct, it has allowed me and, to my further 

enjoyment,  my wife, to enjoy growing, from 

seeds, vegetables, owers and cuttings. We 

enjoy going, each morning, into the hothouse 

to see what has germinated overnight, or what 

has produced new leaves. We enjoy potting 

plants up into bigger pots for our own garden 

or for friends and family. We have grown a 

large assortment of tomato varieties, chillies for 

our ‘heat nut’ friends, and other summer crops.

We have raised beds from ModBox that I put 

together and lled with organic soils, now 

growing vegetables we grew from seeds. 

There are just so many things happening in the 

garden, all requiring our attention, even pests, 

but all of which direct our thoughts to the 

positive aspects in our lives. The thoughts of 

the fruits to come from the owers being 

pollinated by our bees, gifting organic fruits 

and vegetables to family and friends, or drying 

and preserving to enjoy later in the year are 

benets we derive.  Sharing the garden with 

‘browsing ‘ grandchildren, enjoying the 

expressions on their faces at a taste never 

experienced and that also teaches them the 

origin of their food.  There are just so many 

positive things to express our enjoyment with 

gardening and, yes, I  still remember that 

shared moment I had with Peter Cundall.

Gardening and Mental Health benefits. -  continued

Swarm season is upon us so volunteer 

to help the club and club members by 

collecting swarms. Collectors are paid 

$60.00 inc. gst per swarm.

The club’s insurance policy covers 

liability when collecting swarms but not 

cut-outs.

Call or email Graeme

Graeme@southsidebeekeepers.com.au

M: 0418 560 742

Your Club
Wants you
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gardening and, yes, I  still remember that 

shared moment I had with Peter Cundall.

Gardening and Mental Health benefits. -  continued

Swarm season is upon us so volunteer 

to help the club and club members by 

collecting swarms. Collectors are paid 

$60.00 inc. gst per swarm.

The club’s insurance policy covers 

liability when collecting swarms but not 

cut-outs.

Call or email Graeme

Graeme@southsidebeekeepers.com.au

M: 0418 560 742

Your Club
Wants you



Biosecurity Signs

V I S I TORS
PLEASE RESPECT

THIS APIARY BELONGS TO:

CALL IN THE EVENT OF AN EMERGENCY
DO NOT ENTER THIS APIARY WITHOUT PRIOR APPROVAL

EXOTIC PLANT PEST HOTLINE

1800 084 881

HONEY BEE BIOSECURITY

BEEKEEPER CONTACT

A4 Biosecurity signs can be purchased from 
the club for $10.00 each. Contact Mark Collier 
on 0407 553 022, email 
mark@southsidebeekeepers.com.au.

These are small enough to t into a padded 
satchel so can be posted.
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Our Club Sponsors
We would like to give a great thank you to our wonderful sponsors:

Frankston City CouncilBunnings MONTEREY
SECONDARY COLLEGE

Trade only cash and carry plant

market direct to retail nurseries

and landscape industry

Scotsburn Nurseries supplies 
Melbourne and Victoria's best 

independent retail nurseries. We are 
proud of our long-standing reputation 

as a producer of quality owers, 
vegetables and herbs.

Tel. 03 9798 7066
Fax 03 9798 3121

Email scotsburn@scotsburn.biz

K E I T H E D W A R D S
l a n d s c a p e c o n s u l t a n t

M 0408 355 307
E keithmaxed@outlook.com

Kathy Li
CPA Registered Tax Agent

Mobile: 0430 560 779
10 Maroo Street,
Hughsdale Victoria 3166
E: kathy@protaxaccountingservices.com

Pro-tax Accounting Services
newartworx
D E S I G N  P R I N T W E B

i n fo@newartworx.com.au
9790 0455

www.redrooster.com.au
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